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A Case of Zenker’s Diverticulum Mimicking a Thyroid Nodule

Young Sik Choi

Department of Internal Medicine, Kosin University College of Medicine, Busan, Korea

The Zenker's diverticulum is the most common diverticulum of the esophagus. It commonly occurs at the pharyngoesophageal junction

that can appear in proximity to the thyroid gland. The food remnants or gas bubbles present in the diverticulum may mimic microcalcifi-

cations presented in papillary thyroid carcinoma on ultrasonography. Therefore, it is important to be able to differentiate between Zenker's

diverticulum and malignant thyroid nodule. The author reported a case of Zenker’s diverticulum mimicking a thyroid nodule in thyroid ultra-

sonography.
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Figure 1. Thyroid ultrasound in transverse view (A) and longitudinal view (B) showed a 1.28 X 0.78 cm sized predominant solid nodule (arrow) with
multiple micro- and macrocalcification at the left lower lobe of the thyroid gland.

Figure 2. Thyroid ultrasound in transverse view showed a bright white
echo structure with a ring-down artifact at the below-left thyroid
gland. Arrow: ring-down artifact suggests air shadowing.
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Figure 3. The esophagography confirms a barium-filled sac projecting
from the upper esophagus, posterior aspects. Arrow: Zenker's divertic-
ulum.
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